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ABSTRACT : 

An automated travel planning apparatus includes three separate databases, including 
a map database for storing bit-mapped images covering numerous geographic regions, 
a routing database for storing node, link, and shape data for roads geographically 
located within the geographic regions and for storing place data indicating the 
geographic location of places such as towns and cities, and a places of interest 
database containing the geographic locations of numerous places of interest. A 
processor within the automated travel planning apparatus may be divided into 
several functional components, including a map selection component, a routing 
component, and a place selection component. In response to user input at the user 
interface, the map selection component chooses a bit-mapped image from the map 
database for display on the display monitor. After a user selects, via the user 
interface, a departure point and a destination point, the routing component employs 
the routing database to generate and display a route between the selected departure 
and destination points. If the user requests a list of places near the displayed 
route, the place selection component employs the places of interest database to 
generate and display a list of places of interest which are within a predetermined 
distance of the generated route. 

14 Claims, 11 Drawing figures 
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